Flying-Fox Diaries — High School Students Track Large
Fruit Bats in Eastern Australia

Authored by the students: Kalyx Jorgensen, Lowana Littlechild, Rhiannon Pye and Annelise Rosnell.
Project coordination: Billie Roberts (Biologist, Griffith University) and Kelly Roche (Office of Environment and Heritage).
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telemetry study of these bats, aimed at involving feeding within 2 km of
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ing knowledge of the flying-foxes (Wayne and
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The project has helped to clear up
many misconceptions surrounding
flying-foxes held by the students and
teachers. Everyone touched by the
project gained new insight and knowl-
edge into flying-foxes’ movements
and behaviour and the intricacies of
telemetry research; many preconceived
opinions about bats were changed. It
has also led to the general education of
the community, through the presenta-
63 flying-foxes (38 grey-headed tions given by the now informed stu-
and 25 black flying-foxes) was dents. The students in particular gained
caught during the trapping. Four  The Maclean High School Biology Students involved valuable knowledge of the importance
adult male black flying-foxes in the project, with teacher Wayne Rice, assisting of flying-foxes in the ecosystem and the
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Using a mist net held up by

11 m poles, the flying-foxes
were trapped at dawn and dusk,
when leaving or returning to
the camp to feed. Every bat
caught was aged, sexed, thumb
banded for future identification,
weighed, measured, assessed
for general body condition and
offered supplements (fruit juice)
for their missed feed. A total of
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